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Session Introduction/Purpose

How can MWBEs and SDVOBs participate in government 
procurements?  

This session will overview the New York State MWBE and 
SDVOB requirements, how to navigate government agencies and 
authorities, and how to participate in discretionary awards.  The 

session will also provide key information for outreach and 
recruitment techniques for private companies with diversity goals.



MWBE/SDVOB Regulations

• New York State Executive Law Article 15-A requires that all State contracts (with a value in 
excess of $25,000 for commodities, services, and technology or $100,000 for construction) be 
reviewed to identify possible subcontracting or supplier opportunities to be performed or 
supplied by New York State Certified Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 
(MWBE). 

• Article 3 of the New York State Veterans’ Service Law requires that all State contracts (with a 
value in excess of $25,000 for commodities, services, and technology or $100,000 for 
construction) be reviewed to identify possible subcontracting or supplier opportunities to be 
performed or supplied by New York State Certified Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Businesses 
(SDVOBs). 

• If such opportunities exist, MWBE and SDVOB goals will be included in the solicitation 
document and final contract. Only the Procurement Services MWBE goal review and 
determination process is conducted by the OGS Office of Business Diversity (OBD). 



New York State’s Procurement Process
The Order of Purchasing Priority for Agencies

• First: Preferred Sources (DOCCS, Corcraft, NYS PSP, NYSID)

• Second: Centralized State Contracts (Commodity, Services & Technology), SDVOB Set-Aside

• Third: Agency or Multi-Agency Established Contracts - established by an agency/multiple 
agencies. They must determine if such a contract exists that meets its form, function, and 
utility requirements, and if the contract is structured to allow for inter-agency use. (*SDVOB 
Set-Aside)

• Fourth: Agency Conducts Its Own Procurement, Including Discretionary Spending 
($50,000/$750,000 MWBE/SDVOB/SBE)



Where do I find Opportunities?

• NYS Contract Reporter – www.nyscr.com
➢ Register for an account to be notified when an opportunity that meets a set 

criteria is being advertised.

• NYS OGS public website - https://ogs.ny.gov/procurement 
➢ Monitor the NYS OGS public website. Most opportunities and relevant 

information is posted on our website as opportunities are advertised.

• Outreach Campaigns via NYS Contract System
➢ Emails are disseminated to all NYS certified MWBEs meeting the profiles 

required per the advertised opportunity.
➢ Please ensure that your business description, commodity codes, and email 

address are accurate and updated regularly.

http://www.nyscr.com/
https://ogs.ny.gov/procurement


Where do I find Opportunities? cont’d

• Design and Construction Interested Subcontractor/Supplier

➢ Register for the online Vendor Interest Profile automatic 

notifications of construction opportunities.

• Contact other Gov’t Organizations directly - Search archived 

solicitations in the NYS Contract Reporter and identify government 

agencies that may be looking for goods/services that your company 

provides. 



Commodities & Services 

Opportunities (Including IT)



Procurement
https://ogs.ny.gov/procurement/ogs-centralized-contracts

https://ogs.ny.gov/procurement/ogs-centralized-contracts


Procurement
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OGS Bid Calendar



How can I participate if the contract is already in place?

• Locate the contract which you are interested in participating in

➢ Contact the current Prime and express interest as a subcontractor or supplier
➢ The Prime Contractor must request to add you as an authorized reseller

✓ Check periodically to see when the contract will be renewed so you can position 
yourself to compete as a Prime Contractor



OBD Discretionary 
Spending Best Practices



State Finance Law

• Under State Finance Law § 163, the discretionary buying threshold for commodities, services, and technology not 
available from Preferred Sources or from OGS centralized contracts is typically $50,000 for State agencies and 
$85,000 for OGS agency-specific contracts and OGS Business Services Center (BSC) contracts made on behalf of 
customer agencies (NOTE: There is also a $125,000 threshold for SUNY, however this does not fall under SFL 
163). 

• Higher discretionary buying thresholds apply to purchases from New York State small businesses ($500,000), 
certified minority- and/or women-owned business enterprises (MWBEs) ($750,000), certified service-disabled 
veteran-owned businesses (SDVOBs) ($750,000), and purchases of recycled or remanufactured commodities or 
technology ($500,000); and purchases of food, including milk and milk products grown, produced or harvested in 
New York State (NYS Foods) ($200,000), or animal or plant fiber products grown, produced, harvested, or 
processed in NYS, and textile products manufactured from animal or plant fiber grown or produced 
predominantly in New York State (NYS Textiles) for which the threshold is $200,000.



OBD Discretionary Spending Best Practices
How does an Agency determine when a Discretionary purchase is needed?

➢ A goal request form is sent to OBD for review and research.  OBD makes 
recommendation based on available vendors whether or not an MWBE/SDVOB 
Discretionary is applicable.

How are MWBE/SDVOB vendors solicited?

➢ MWBE/SDVOB vendors are solicited via emails, obtained from the OBD Office.  
➢ When notified of the procurement release, the OBD office will also do their own 

outreach to solicit such vendors.

Which internal group/unit reaches out to the MWBE/SDVOB community? 

➢ Both the contracting unit and the OBD.



OBD Discretionary Spending Best Practices,cont’d
    
How is the winning vendor determined?

➢ Depending on the nature of the solicitation, by best value scoring performed by an 
Evaluation Committee (RFP/RFQ) or lowest price provided (IFB).

Centralized Contract Usage

➢ If purchasing off a centralized contract, confirm if there are MWBE/SDVOB goals and 
whether those MWBE/SDVOB subcontractors/suppliers listed can be used for this 
product or service.

➢ For centralized contracts with goals, the Primes are not mandated to satisfy the goal 
on the one purchase or service. However, they may intend to utilize their resellers or 
subs to some degree, and if so, you want to claim credit.



Questions?
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