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Introduction & Reporting Requirements
The New York State Office of General Services (OGS) submits the following annual report to the
Governor and Honorable Members of the Legislature. This report constitutes the annual report as
required by the Food Metrics Law and also provides an overview of efforts to support the BuyNY food
initiative, including outreach activities and progress toward increasing the purchase of food grown,
harvested, produced, or processed in New York State. The data contained in this Annual Report reflects
purchases made between January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017.

Report Required by the Food Metrics Law
State Finance Law (SFL) § 165(4), first enacted in 1995, gives State agencies the authority, when purchasing
food, to mandate that some or all of the required food products be grown, produced or harvested in New
York State or that any processing of such food products takes place in facilities located in New York State.
The law also sets out the procedures that agencies must follow if they choose to mandate that some or all
of the food come from New York.
SFL § 165(4) was amended in 2013, and the amendments became effective on March 18, 2014. The
amendments require OGS and the Department of Agriculture and Markets (Ag&Mkts) to (i) establish
guidelines that will assist State agencies in increasing their use and purchase of NYS food products;
(ii) publish such guidelines on the OGS website, disseminate such guidelines to agencies, and train
contracting personnel on implementing such guidelines; and (iii) provide for monitoring of implementation.
The amendments also require OGS to issue an annual report to the Governor and the Legislature on the
implementation of SFL § 165(4). The report must include a description of OGS’s efforts to improve and
increase the tracking of information relating to NYS food products procured by agencies and a compilation
of the dollars spent by State agencies when, in making food purchases, such agencies have elected to
mandate that some or all of the food come from New York. The purchasing data is required to be broken
out by food products and processed food and include:
(1) total dollar value of NYS food products procured by State agency;
(2) total dollar value of food products from outside New York procured during the food products’ listed
New York availability period; and
(3) total dollar value of all other food products from outside New York State.
As required by the 2013 amendments to the Food Metrics Law, OGS, in consultation with Ag&Mkts,
established Guidelines for Purchasing New York State Food Products, which describes the process that
agencies should follow when, in accordance with SFL § 165(4), an agency chooses to require that some
or all of the food it is seeking to purchase must be grown, harvested, produced, or processed in New
York State. The Guidelines contain definitions, how-tos for requiring NYS products, sample solicitation
language, vendor certification requirements, and reporting requirements.
The Guidelines and a reporting template are published on the OGS website at
https://nyspro.ogs.ny.gov/content/food-guidelines.
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OGS sent multiple requests to all agencies asking them to submit reports of food purchases made in
accordance with SFL § 165(4) using the reporting template. Reports were received from 34 State agencies,
with most reporting they had no food purchases made in accordance with SFL § 165(4).
The table below reflects agency-reported purchases from agency-specific food contracts where, in
accordance with SFL § 165(4), the agency has determined that all or some of the food products to be
purchased must be New York State food products.
Total Food Purchases ($)

Total NYS Food ($)

Total NYS Processed
Food ($)

$12,120

$12,120

$0

Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation

$1,284,668

$1,230,677

$0

New York State Office of Mental Health

$3,580,767

$226,824

$260,759

NYS DOCCS Office of Nutritional Services
Food Production Center

$3,117,405

$2,035,466

$0

$7,982,841

$3,505,088

$260,759

State Agency Name
NYS Veterans Home at Batavia

TOTAL

NYS Food means a food item that is composed of raw materials from inside NYS only (grown, harvested,
or produced in NYS).
NYS Processed Food means a food item that is composed of raw materials from both inside and outside
NYS if: (i) its predominant value is derived from food grown, harvested, or produced in NYS, and (ii) the
processing of such food products takes place in facilities that are located in NYS.

Other Efforts to Support the BuyNY Food Initiative
Office of General Services
OGS works to support the BuyNY food initiative through the establishment of centralized contracts for
food, through collaborative efforts with other agencies and organizations, and through its participation in
the USDA School Foods Pilot Project.
OGS ensures that NYS food is available on centralized contracts.

State agencies are required by SFL § 163(3)(c) to purchase commodities such as food through centralized
contracts established by OGS unless such centralized contracts do not meet an agency’s form, function,
and utility. As a result, many of the food purchases by agencies serving populations in institutions, such
as the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS) and the Office of Mental Health
(OMH), are made through the OGS centralized food contracts. The solicitations for all five OGS centralized
food contracts currently in place (three Commercial, one Retail, and one Baked Goods) were issued prior
to the March 2014 effective date of the amendments to SFL § 165(4). Consequently, those contracts did not
contain reporting requirements that matched the changes in the law regarding NYS food items.
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However, because centralized contracts are a major source of food for many agencies, OGS continuously
works with the food contractors to identify the NYS food products on their contracts and to modify the
reporting requirements to include NYS food products. In addition, if OGS learns that a purchasing agency
is seeking particular NYS food products, OGS requests that the contractors identify those products on
their price guides and specify those NYS food products in their sales reports. These modifications are a
significant step in helping agencies to identify and purchase NYS food products because of the volume of
food purchased under these contracts.
OGS identifies NYS food products through the commercial and retail grocery contracts. Each contractor
is required to identify New York State products in published price guides. In addition, contractors are
also required to submit monthly reports to OGS that identify NYS food products. Based on sales reports
submitted by contractors, the table below shows that approximately 25% of all food purchased from OGS
contracts by State agencies were NYS food products.

Contractor

Total Food Purchases ($)

Total NYS Food

NYS Food (%)

Driscoll (Retail)

$3,771,991.94

$348,168.90

9.23%

Driscoll

$13,512,136.26

$3,082,460.31

22.81%

H Schrier

$7,496,457.66

$1,397,062.31

18.64%

Sysco

$18,381,944.49

$5,894,533.59

32.07%

TOTALS

$43,162,530.36

$10,722,225.10

24.84%

OGS works with key partners for the BuyNY initiative.

OGS continues to work with Ag&Mkts, OMH, DOCCS, Department of Health, State University of New York,
NYC Department of Education, and Cornell Cooperative Extension on initiatives to increase the purchase
of NYS food.
OGS continues to participate in the USDA School Foods Pilot Project.

In 2014, OGS was selected to participate in the USDA Pilot Project for Unprocessed Fruits and Vegetables.
The goal of the pilot project was to develop additional opportunities for schools to purchase fresh fruits
and vegetables with USDA funding and develop new relationships with farmers, growers, produce
wholesalers, and distributors. The USDA pilot program encouraged the use of locally grown foods in
national school lunch programs by allowing locally grown foods to be purchased with the USDA funds
annually allocated to schools.
Approximately 275 schools set aside $3.5 million to procure fresh produce through the Pilot for school
year 2017–18. USDA capped the set-aside during this school year and all subsequent school years, which
lowered the tentative set-aside from last year’s report. New York State will be allowed to allocate only $3.5
million of USDA entitlement to use in the Pilot Program.
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Department of Corrections & Community Supervision
DOCCS, in cooperation with OGS, Ag&Mkts, and Cornell Cooperative Extension, advances the BuyNY
initiative by being a leader in the purchase of NYS grown, produced, and processed food products.
Additionally, menu items and ingredients are changed to promote the use of NYS food products when
possible.
Below are examples of annual purchases of New York State products for the period from January 1, 2017
to December 31, 2017:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All diced potatoes used at the Food Production Center are NYS grown and processed. Purchases:
452,500 pounds; Cost: $153,850.
DOCCS has been serving 4 oz. vanilla yogurt on its menus since September 2014. Purchases:
1,652,784 cups; Cost $418,703.
A frozen diced apple was tested and found to be acceptable to replace an Argentina dehydrated
product, which is used making apple crisp. Purchases: 260,000 pounds; Cost: $194,350.
Kosher grape juice is made from NYS juice concentrate. Purchases: 25,400 gallons; Cost: $271,750.
Powdered milk. Purchases: 4,000 pounds; Cost: $4,760.
DOCCS replaced frozen beans from Canada with dry beans from NY. Purchases: 254,000 pounds;
Cost: $125,528.
In place of unavailable pumpkin ice cream, DOCCS serves frozen sundae cups for Thanksgiving and
Christmas made with NYS milk. Purchases: 102,336 cups; Cost: $26,095.80.
A halal 5 oz. Jamaican beef patty is made primarily with NYS ingredients and is processed in NYS.
Purchases: 949,950 patties; Cost: $520,973.
Fresh NYS-grown cabbage. Purchases: 734,000 pounds; Cost: $201,965.
Fresh NYS-grown bean sprouts. Purchases: 33,055 pounds; Cost: $18,965.
Beef/TVP burgers are made with local beef trim. Purchases: 172,907 pounds; Cost: $375,371.
Meatballs are made with local beef trim. Purchases: 304,360 pounds; Cost: $511,546.

Office of Mental Health
OMH continues to source NYS food for its facilities wherever possible.
•
•
•
•
•
•

OMH entered into contracts with NYS manufacturers of snack cookies, sliced apples, sliced bread,
and beef hamburgers.
OMH issued procurement solicitations for NYS grown onions and potatoes.
OMH facilities purchase NYS fluid milk and yogurt where regionally available on NYS centralized
contracts.
A variety of NYS manufactured herbs, gelatin, pasta, beef, and gravies are purchased for use in
recipes at OMH’s Cook Chill Production Center.
A variety of NYS grown vegetables (corn, peas, green beans, carrots) is purchased for use in recipes
at OMH’s Cook Chill Production Center.
OMH continues to partner with DOCCS to purchase NYS grape juice.

