Stop 4:   Courtyard Overlook

NARRATOR: 
You are now on the fourth floor of the Capitol – that’s the Senate Staircase to your right – and one of the Senate Chamber Visitor Galleries is behind the wall to your left.   Notice the tile work at your feet.  These tiles were made by the Minton firm of England. They are cut mosaic tiles and have been here since the Capitol was built.

Now walk toward the exterior window. As you can see, the Capitol is built around a central courtyard. This was a common technique employed in large buildings of the nineteenth century in order to provide ventilation and light to interior rooms. 

Remember, five architects designed this building, and each adapted and modified the work of his predecessors, resulting in a mixture of different architectural styles. You can see how the building changes floor by floor as it grew in height:  the lower two floors are of the Italian Renaissance style—characterized by heavy stone bases on the first floor and double columns with a carved stone balustrade in front of the windows on the second floor. The third is transitional and less ornate; the fourth story style is more Romanesque, and the dormers at the top of the building are of the French Renaissance style. 

