Stop 15:  Assembly Staircase

NARRATOR:
This is the Assembly Staircase. 

JIM JAMIESON:
“It's designed using different kinds of sandstone, and it's in a Moorish, Gothic architectural motif.  It has pointed arches and it is rather compact, it's the smallest of the three stone monumental stairs.  It's also the first stair to open, and it's really how all visitors to the Capitol initially went up and down into the building.” 

NARRATOR:
Staircases allow people to move between floors – that’s an obvious function. But there’s another, more subtle, function.  All three of the Capitol’s monumental staircases have very different designs.  And because each one has a distinct look, they help visitors and the people who work in this building every day, figure out where they are in this very complex building. 

JIM JAMIESON:
“And they also were a clear opportunity to infuse art and architecture into something as mundane as a staircase. Because of their materials, because of their elaborate carvings, and also because of the sheer monumentality of these stairs.”

NARRATOR: 
The decorative scheme that frames the Assembly Staircase has been painstakingly recreated using the original stencils.  Please refer to the panel to learn more about the stencils and their recent restoration.

