Stop 3:   Senate Staircase
 
NARRATOR:
This is the Senate Staircase – one of the three grand staircases in the Capitol. It was designed by Leopold Eidlitz, a New York City architect who was well known for designing churches and synagogues. He often added Moorish or Islamic touches to his designs, as he did with this staircase, which combines Moorish and Gothic styles. This staircase was erected in 1884 and is made out of Corsehill Sandstone from Scotland.  It’s a familiar look to many New Yorkers – reminiscent of the sandstone used in the brownstone townhouses of Manhattan. Jim Jamieson is the current Capitol Architect, and he’ll be our principal guide today. 

JIM JAMIESON:
“It is not a coincidence that this stone is used. That stone was selected because out of the ground it's actually somewhat soft, and easy to carve.  You can get deep carvings, you can get a lot of detail.  And as the stone is exposed to the air, it begins to harden, making it more difficult to carve.”

NARRATOR:
Notice the low-raised carving, or bas-relief, that the stone carvers used around this staircase.  You can see an example of this technique on the flat, carved surfaces surrounding the arched columns.  It stands in vivid contrast with the rest of the staircase’s elaborate three-dimensional carvings. Look at some of the animal life along the first row in the corner: an unidentified invertebrate squirms, and a lionfish displays its elaborate fins. Granite owls watch over the scene from the nearby column.

Before you leave this area, be sure to look up to the top of the staircase and notice the Romanesque circular carving, which is reminiscent of a cathedral’s stained glass Rose window.

