Stop 18: Hall of Governors

Narrator:

The story of the Capitol’s Hall of Governors began in 1813, when the state legislature commissioned a portrait of New York’s first governor, George Clinton.  Although this was the only portrait to be purchased by the state, a tradition was begun, and today the Hall contains paintings of fifty-one of New York’s fifty-six governors (No likeness has been found of eighth governor, Nathaniel Pitcher).  The portraits are provided by family and friends after the governor leaves office. Art lovers as well as students of history will enjoy the Hall, as many prominent nineteenth century artists are represented, including Ezra Ames, Eastman Johnson and Charles Loring Elliott. 

In 2011, under the leadership of Governor Andrew Cuomo, the Hall was officially re-opened to the public.  The portraits were restored and redisplayed; brief biographies of each governor were added, along with an historic timeline.  The paintings are arranged chronologically, beginning with the large portrait of George Clinton, outside of the Hall’s entrance.  Don’t miss the four governors from New York who became president:  Martin Van Buren, Grover Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, or vice presidents Levi Morton and Nelson Rockefeller.  William Seward was Secretary of State to President Abraham Lincoln.  Charles Evans Hughes served as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Each and every governor has made a contribution to New York’s rich and colorful history as the Empire State.  

