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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:      

February 18, 2011 
 

CAPITOL ROOF CRANE MAINTENANCE TO TAKE PLACE BEGINNING  
FEBRUARY 21 

Adjustments to vehicle and pedestrian traffic anticipated. 
 

The Office of General Services (OGS) announced today that maintenance on the crane 
serving the Capitol roof repair project will begin February 21. The work is expected to 
take 10 – 12 days, weather permitting, and will necessitate adjustments to traffic 
patterns on Washington Avenue near the Capitol.  The cost of the maintenance will be 
borne by the contractor and will not add additional costs to the project. 
 
The contract for the project requires annual crane inspections, and the general 
contractor, Consigli Construction Company, has elected to conduct more frequent 
inspections. While conducting a routine inspection last week, the tower crane engineers 
employed a magnetic flux test and discovered suspected imperfections on some of the 
welds on the crane’s eight foot turntable.  
 
As a precautionary measure, a replacement turntable will be installed.  In its present 
state, the 274-foot-high crane is safe and poses no threat to the surrounding area.  
Crews will work 12-hour shifts, seven days a week, until the maintenance is completed.  
 
The turntable, which is the part of the crane that the 275-foot boom swivels on, will be 
removed using a 550 ton crane.  A smaller “assist” crane will construct the larger crane 
on-site.  The large crane will then replace the existing turntable with the new one.   
 
OGS is working with the City of Albany to coordinate traffic adjustments on Washington 
Avenue. Lane reductions for vehicle traffic and parking restrictions on Washington 
Avenue between Swan and Eagle Streets will begin Monday morning. The Washington 
Street entrance to the Capitol will remain open; however the sidewalk on the south side 
of Washington Avenue beyond the entrance to Eagle Street will be closed to 
pedestrians.   
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