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GREEN CLEANING PROGRAM EXPANDS ONLINE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES  

OGS Promotes Use of Updated Cleaning Methods for Healthier, Cleaner Schools  
 

New York State Office of General Services (OGS) Commissioner John C. Egan 
today announced the expansion of its portfolio of online training courses 
available as part of the New York State Green Cleaning Program.   

 
The release of three new training courses coincides with a meeting hosted by the 
School Facilities Management Institute, attracting more than 250 school buildings 
and grounds managers, during which OGS outlined the benefits of the online 
curriculum.  The courses are available at https://GreenCleaning.NY.gov
 
“Now that the school year is underway, there is a renewed interest in ensuring 
that school facilities are effectively cleaned using improved products that meet 
health and safety standards for children, teachers, and parents,” said 
Commissioner Egan.  “By emphasizing products that meet green cleaning 
standards, developing step-by-step cleaning instructions for environmentally-
friendly cleaning, and making them available in an easy-to-use online context, we 
are building a program that will serve as model both here in New York and 
across the country.”  
 
Since the state adopted the nation’s first green cleaning legislation in 2005, OGS 
has provided guidance on the implementation of a comprehensive green cleaning 
program in state agencies and schools. With the new website, launched earlier this 
year, OGS has provided information on how to implement a green cleaning program, 
a web-based searchable products database, frequently asked questions, and now, 
online training courses that will assist facilities maintenance personnel.  
 

https://greencleaning.ny.gov/


Carl Thurnau, Director of Facilities Planning for the New York State Education 
Department, said, "The new Green Cleaning website is an excellent resource for 
facility directors throughout the state. School districts now have the opportunity and 
support to develop a new green cleaning program or enhance an existing program, 
and to offer critical training to their janitorial staff." 
 
Cynthia Holmes, Coordinator of Health/Safety/Risk Management for the Capital 
Region BOCES, said, “We have shared OGS’ Green Cleaning website with risk 
management staff and our 50 customer school districts because it is easy to access 
information on green certified products, to download customizable documents, and 
to provide schools free, online training. The training can be done in a group setting 
or independently. Those who want a Certificate of Completion can take the online 
tests. It's a good way to increase green knowledge and acquire professional 
credentials. The website will be an asset to our office and school districts." 
     
The following courses provide pre and post-tests, training manuals, slide 
presentations, quick reference cards and a Certificate of Completion:  
 

1) Introduction to Green Cleaning; 
2) Basics of Green Cleaning; 
3) Restroom Cleaning; 
4) Floor Care and Maintenance – Parts 1 and 2; 
5) Carpet Care and Maintenance; and 
6) Supervisory (Managing Change/Transition). 
 

School maintenance supervisors are encouraged to consider the best method to 
offer the training to their employees.  Courses are designed so that staff may take 
each course individually, or a supervisor could meet with staff as a group and review 
the courses together.   
 
The New York State Green Cleaning Law requires the use of environmentally 
sensitive (green) cleaning products by all New York State public and non-public 
elementary and secondary schools. This law provided OGS with the responsibility 
for adopting green cleaning guidelines and maintaining lists of approved green 
cleaning products.   
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